Community Health Worker Professional Network of the District of Columbia
Meeting Minutes, January 18, 2012

The third meeting of the Community Health Worker (CHW) Professional Network of DC convened on Wednesday, January 18, 2012.  Eighteen participants engaged in positive discussions and team leadership exercises on the organizational development of the network.

Shari Curtis, DCPCA’s Director of Community Health Access, shared the origins of the network and the importance of the attendees’ participation in shaping its future.

Community Health Outreach Consultant Dwyan Monroe, BA, and founder of the Community Outreach Workers Association of Maryland, Inc. (COWAM), facilitated the discussion and participant leadership activity.  

The enthusiastic members committed to invite other CHWs in the District to join the network to help build the organization to promote the value of CHWs as part of our health care delivery system.

Partners in attendance included: CommonHealth ACTION - Positive Pathways Program Manager Abby Charles; and DCPCA Community Health Access, Communications, and Policy staff.

Following the participant leadership activity, observation and recommendation highlights for moving forward included:
· Develop a network structure with committees to guide organization’s membership and mission;
· Allot time during each meeting for attendees to network and share resources;
· Formalize a central repository for resources to be shared among members of the network;
· Contact guest speakers to participate at network meetings;
· Attend community events, as a network, to establish a presence within the communities CHWs serve;
· Address advocacy issues concerning CWH professional development; and
· Invite employers and potential employers to future meetings.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The next meeting of the CHW Professional Network of DC will be held 6 - 8 pm, Wednesday, February 29th, in the 4th Floor Conference Room, at DCPCA, located at 1411 K Street NW, Washington, DC. 
All attendees will receive the meeting minutes and PowerPoint presentations used by the facilitator, Dwyan Monroe.  Staff support will be provided as the network leadership emerges.  For more information about the CHW Professional Network of DC, contact Fernanda Azucena, DCPCA Community Health Access Program Coordinator, at (202) 638-0252, extension 203. 

The Community Health Worker Professional Network of the District of Columbia is proudly supported by the District of Columbia Primary Care Association, The Community Foundation for the National Capital Region’s Greater Washington Workforce Development Collaborative, and CommonHealth ACTION’s Institute for Public Health Innovation.
