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Policy, Advocacy, and Health Reform
The District of Columbia Primary Care Association (DCPCA) seeks to develop and sustain an effective, integrated health care system in the District of Columbia that guarantees access to primary health care and eliminates disparities in health outcomes.

As a recognized and respected leader in health care reform, DCPCA heads an influential network of organizations and individuals that advocate and encourage the DC government to make responsible decisions to ensure that fully funded, high quality health care services are accessible to low-income and underserved DC residents.
DCPCA’s Policy Department champions strong health reform efforts in DC by leading efforts to: 
· Preserve the existing primary care infrastructure:
· Protecting and reforming the captive medical malpractice insurance program.
· Maintaining and expanding insurance coverage through Medicaid and the DC HealthCare Alliance.
· Ensuring that safety net primary care providers are reimbursed for the true cost of care.

· Ensuring that the health care workforce meets the needs of the community.
· Expand data-driven advocacy through more analysis, research, and white papers:

· Looking at how DC residents access and utilize the District’s health system.
· Disease-oriented policy efforts based on prevalence and access to services.
· Facilitate the implementation of federal health reform locally throughout the District:

· DCPCA actively monitors federal rulemaking and other related efforts for Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) implementation.
· DCPCA continues to lead and participate on committees tasked with implementation.
· DCPCA is developing policies to support member health center programs including payment reform, workforce, capital, and health information technology initiatives.
· Continue to build and strengthen relationships with media to ensure maximum coverage:
· Accurately and effectively communicate policy and advocacy initiatives for system reform.
· Strengthen relationships with the DC government, policymakers, council members, and other important stakeholders. 
· Share relevant testimony on the DCPCA website and in the bi-weekly Health Equity Alert.
Members and Constituents include 14 community-based health centers, and more than 6,000 individuals and groups as part of our growing advocacy network.
For more information, contact Howard Liebers, Director of Policy, at hliebers@dcpca.org or 202.638.0252, extension 223.
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